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2004 Higher Education Study Committee Roster 
 

Name Affiliation 
 

Address 
 

Vance Opperman (Chair) Key Investment, Inc. Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Rondi Erickson (Chair) Apprise Technologies, Inc Duluth, MN 55807 

Maria Benavides Medtronic, Inc. Minneapolis, MN 55443 

Yvonne Cheung Ho MN Economic Development 
Association 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

Mark Chronister PricewaterhouseCoopers, LLP Minneapolis, MN 55402-4333 

Henry Crosby United Negro College Fund, Inc. Minneapolis, MN 

Buzz Cummins Workers’ Compensation 
Reinsurance Association 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

John Doan MN Department of 
Transportation/ Asian Pacific 
Council 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Gordon Eid Retired Minnetonka, MN 55345 

Jacob Elo Student Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Jack Geller Center for Rural Policy and 
Development 

St. Peter, MN 56082 

Lynn Gitelis Retired Golden Valley, MN 55422 

Joe Graba Education/Evolving Forest Lake, MN 55025 

Mario Hernandez Chicano Latino Affairs Council St. Paul, MN 55103 

Rick Heydinger Public Strategies Group St. Paul, MN 55101 

Steve Hunter AFL-CIO St. Paul, MN 55103 

Kathryn Jensen Blandin Foundation Grand Rapids, MN 55744 

Thomas Klas Tapemark Company West St. Paul, MN 55118-4000 

Peggy Leppik Metropolitan Council Golden Valley, MN 55427 

Mary Mathews Northeast Entrepreneurs Fund Virginia, MN 55792 

Beth Mercer-Taylor Kennedy and Graven Falcon Heights, MN 55108 

Kathy Meyerle Mayo Hospital Rochester, MN 55902 

Chuck Neerland Neerland Partners Minneapolis, MN 55403 

David Nycklemoe Private Attorney Fergus Falls, MN 56537 

Valerie Pace IBM Rochester, MN 55901 



Bharat Parekh Consultant St. Paul, MN 55108 

Mitch Pearlstein Center of the American 
Experiment 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Karri Plowman American Indian Chamber of 
Commerce 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

Kate Rubin Minnesota High Tech 
Association 

Minneapolis, MN 55426 

Paul Taylor  Minnetonka, MN 55305 

Colleen Thompson Michels Retired Spicer, MN 56288 

Bruce Vandal Minnesota Minority Education 
Partnership 

Minneapolis, MN 55454 

Valerie Waldock Himle Horner W. St. Paul, MN 55118 

Bill Wilson Higher Ground Academy St. Paul, MN 55104 

 


