
CITIZENS LEAGUE REPORT 

No. 104 

March 1959 

To Include Minneapolis in the Hennepin 
County Park Reserve District 



ntOI: City and Comty Parlca Cogadttms 

SlBJlCT: Inclualan of HLnneapolie in the HawpLn County Park Reserve Distrlot 

The Ci t i s en r r  Leama proposal to esfaMAsh lnefropolitan prk disfrclats 
wae ennotad by the state legislature durlng the 1955 session and ma ai~p~ed Into 
law by Oarternor Freeman on April 26, 1955. The law, conaidembly emled d m  t o  
mt h g l 8 h t i ~ e  o ~ i t i ~ ,  authorizes the ~0-8 their e h - d  1p~plSmlrbtim8 
to establish a pa* diatricit, if and when they wish. Caunties e-ble to form 
dlotrlota under fhe law are ftennspln, WzkgMi, Carver, &ott, XIMdea, Dakota and 
Washingtan. Wmey i e  d u d s d ,  ae is the City of Blimmtpalis. 

The Hennepin ~etlnty ltessroe M o t  was actually f omad in  199 
by the Bennepin County Baud of Cumrimianers f o l l d a g  petitions dgmd bjt a 
mjority of the city and PiUlage oowncils within the proposed dicltrlot. 

The pinmry fumetion of the Henaeph Comty Rulk Reuer~e 54 
nnot tk estubll8bmemt of park6 and psesgrounds of a 1- or  n d f @ w r h ~  obam* 
tar, but rather the aoqpisitian, development and raaintenanoe of lam pa*, fm 
eat and o t b r  maemtiarm, and wild W e  mmtamfies, and of raegna, far a* 
C ~ Q B  for Msferio rdtes and to hltod, fiwra and 6trmm and to mtural phen-lllaer 

Mag 199, the ffennepin County Park Rssem Matrlct foraPel3yr adopted 
8 long-range plan for developlrsnt of the county pa* ~rgatera, asde its fir8t ptrc 
chase of future park land, and had transferred to Its $ar&wUtfon Ham Iii;ll Rr* 
(now M a m b  Beker Park) oa Lab Independence. The a h @  gmutest obatmle to 
proper devebpient of tbs Hennapin County h r k  ~~ DSstriet plan i s  3mk of 
adequate fYlPencial r eames .  Reserve District C O ~ O R B ~  have beea moring 
a number of wqm to 1mmam the f'inanoial capitdf of tbe district, Imlud5ng 
amending the park remm dlst&t l a w  t o  eliminate e a ~ l o s i o ~  of tbs City of 
Pftnneapolis fmn bcwombg a part of .$he mmrve distrbt. A bill t o  aoaam@lUh 
fhis obJeetim baa been dram and is now being psemnfed t o  ths Hemepin County 
legislativa debgatlam in the how It w i l l  be favombly oocrsidered a t  tM.6 legis- 
l a m  tmrdan, 

We airport proposed legislatim which woad allow Mhne8polis t o  becolse 
prf of the Mnnejpbn Oouuty Park Reserve Dlatrioto 

The Cifiaens League oonsisbntly maintained that Efinneapolis should barn 
been a part of the Herumpin County Park Reserve Mstrlct fMRl the time of its 
esfabklsbareat. But for political maeons it waa messary to wlude Mbmapolie 



from the d i s t r i c t  i n  order t o  secure passage of the l e g i a t i o n ,  The objectives 
of the resarve d i s t r i c t  s e t  for th  i n  the creative ac t ,  a s  well a s  the subsequent 
long-range plan adopted by the Hennepin County Park Reserver Distr ict ,  c l ea r ly  in- 
dicate tha t  residents of Minneapolis w i l l  s k r e  in the benefits equally al ong with 
those msidents of suburban Hennepin County, 

Minneapolis residents have en joyed and benefLteG by the jevelop8nt of 
the Mimeapolis park system (the lands of which were reserved by a handful of 
foresighted ci t izens years prior t o  the need by the present population), a s  well'. 
a s  from easy aocess . to- adjacent r i l  mdeveloped areas. However, these areas 
are now crowded or a1.e becoming increasingly inaccessible t~c?.lause of the rapid and 
ascelerating expansion and buildup within suburban Hennepin County. It is t o  %he 
banefit of a l l  c i t ieens  of Hennepin County, and especially those within the de.taely 
populated areas, to preaerve accessibi l i ty  t o  lakes, fores ts  and other natural end 
historic si?;es within a reasonable distance of the city.  It is, therefore, =gent 
t h a t  Minneapolis residents join ;low with suburban residents i n  the foresight& 
responsibili ty of acquiz-ing, financing and planning a countpride park reserve sy8- 
tmn while lands of the proper type are still eoa2lable, 


