
Water Regulation: Water Rights 

 

Minnesota’s Water Law is passed on the common law doctrine of riparian rights 

modified by the concept of reasonable use.  If you own land abutting a surface water 

source or overlying a ground water source you have the reasonable right to use the 

resource subject to the rights to other riparian landowners.  Reasonable use is defined by 

statutes and rules that guide issuance water appropriate permits. 


