Water Sustainability: Water Conservation

Water conservation refers to reducing use of fresh water, through technological or social
methods. The goals of water conservation efforts include:

- Sustainability - To ensure availability for future generations, the withdrawal of fresh
water from an ecosystem should not exceed its natural replacement rate.

- Energy conservation - Water pumping, delivery, and wastewater treatment facilities
consume a significant amount of energy.

- Recharge pits, which capture rainwater and runoff and use it to recharge ground water
supplies. This helps in the formation of ground water wells etc. and eventually reduces
soil erosion caused due to running water.

Also Water Conservation can mean:

1. Any beneficial reduction in water loss, waste, or use;

2. A reduction in water use accomplished by implementation of water conservation or
water efficiency measures; or,

3. Improved water management practices that reduce or enhance the beneficial use of
water. A water conservation measure is an action, behavioral change, device, technology,
or improved design or process implemented to reduce water loss, waste, or use. Water
efficiency is a tool of water conservation. That results in more efficient water use and
thus reduces water demand. The value and cost-effectiveness of a water efficiency
measure must be evaluated in relation to its effects on the use and cost of other natural
resources (e.g. energy or chemicals).



